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MINIMUM POOL SAFETY RULES

1. Parent, or responsible guardian, must watch their children closely whenever they are near or in the water, regardless of their age or swimming ability.

2. No children under 12 years of age, regardless of swimming ability, are allowed in the pool area without parent or responsible guardian 16 years or older. Parent/guardian must maintain visual contact with, and be in control of children at all times.

3. A parent or responsible guardian, 16 years old or older, must accompany and remain within arms reach of any individual with a known medical or physical condition that could place them at higher than normal risk while in or around the pool.

4. Children 12 years of age or older who wish to swim without a parent or guardian present, must pass the swimming test.  The pool manager or a designated lifeguard will administer swimming tests.  Children who do not pass the test must have a parent/guardian present and will be restricted to swimming in the shallow end of the pool. The test will include having the children swim the length of the pool and tread water for one minute.

5. No prolonged underwater swimming, breath-holding or games including such behavior will be allowed.

6. Because artificial flotation devices may interfere with or disrupt the lifeguard’s view of the water, or may provide a false sense of security for the user, they are prohibited from use.  Prohibited items include, but are not limited to, inner tubes, rafts and non-Coast Guard approved water wings and life jackets.  6a)  Exception for persons with disabilities:

· If a pool patron requires the assistance of a flotation device as an aid for a qualified disability, that patron must notify the Pool Manager on duty of the need for such a device upon each visit to the pool. 

7. No playing around the pool drains.

8. Diving wells are restricted to diving only. Swimming in the diving well area is prohibited regardless of swimming ability.

9. No diving from the poolside is allowed in the shallow areas of the pool.

10. Running, horseplay, playing ball, tag games, etc. are not allowed in the water, on the deck or in the locker rooms.

11. Fighting, violent acts, or any unsafe behavior are cause for immediate expulsion. Persons causing any undue disturbance will be asked to immediately leave the pool area.

12. No abusive or profane language will be tolerated in the pool area.  

13. The “Emergency signal” for clearing the pool is three (3) BLASTS OF THE WHISTLE. When this signal is sounded, all swimmers must promptly leave the pool by the nearest ladder or pool edge.

14. Alcoholic beverages of any kind, and persons under the influence of alcohol, will not be allowed within the pool area.

15. No glass containers of any kind will be allowed in the pool area.

16. For your safety, the lifeguard(s) will clear the pool once an hour for 15 minutes. The lifeguard needs this break every hour to maintain peak performance.  The lifeguard may use this break to clean, adjust chemicals, check bathrooms, etc.  She/he will direct pool patrons not to enter the pool until they are specifically authorized to do so.  (In multi-guard pools, the guards may rotate to allow for the required breaks.) 

17. Authorized patrons 18 years of age or older, may bring up to 2 guests.  In order to bring more guests, patrons have to obtain permission from the Property Manager. Residents are responsible for their guests’ actions.

18. Appropriate swimwear must be worn at all times.  

19. Radios or CD/tape players must be kept well away from the water’s edge. Volume must remain at a reasonable level so as not to disturb other patrons. If any pool patron complains about the volume, the Guard will have it adjusted to an acceptable level.

20. The Guards are on duty for your protection. Do not distract them in any way. If you need to talk with one of them, wait until she/he is away from their guarding post.

21. The Lifeguard is the absolute authority in all matters pertaining to the safety and operation of the pool.  

22. In the event that there is no guard present, the pool is officially closed and no one is to enter the water.


